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TireSelectionfor TrackConditions
Choosingthecorrecttiretreadpatternandrubber
compoundcanaffectyourplacingincompetition.
ThetiresonyourCRFoffera“happymedium”
forthevarietyofsoilconditionsthemajorityof
ridersarelikelytoencounter.

Experiencedcompetitorsoftenswitchtotires
developedforspecificterrainconditions.Ifyou
doswitch,staywiththefactoryrecommended
sizes.Othertiresmayaf fecthandlingor
acceleration.

Beawarethattiresizes(widthandaspectratio)
dovaryfrommanufacturertomanufactureror
evenamongtiresmadebythesame
manufacturer.Variationsintires,especiallythe
sidewallprofile,canchangetheattitudeofyour
CRFanditshandling.Tirevariationsthatraise
orlowertherearofyourCRFhaveamore
significanteffectonhandlingthanvariationsin
fronttireswhich,generally,don’tvaryasmuch.
Often,youcanseeorfeelthechangeintiresize.
Anotherwaytocheckistomeasuretherolling
circumferenceoftheoldandnewtires. A higher
profiletirewillhavealargerrolling
circumference.

Ifyoudoswitchtotiresdesignedforspecial
terrainuse,remembertheywillbeless
acceptableinothercircumstances.Forexample,
anaggressivemudtirewillgiveexcellentgripon
wet,loamyterrain,butlessimpressivegripona
hardsurface.

Ifyouchooseatirewithastickycompoundfor
addedtraction,rememberthatitmaytransfer
additionalloadstothetransmissionbecauseit
gripssowell,especiallywhenridinginsituations
thatnormallyplaceunusualdemandsonthe
transmission.

Completeconsumerinformationcanbeobtained
fromthevarioustiremanufacturer
representativesanddealers.

Somegeneralrecommendationsforspecific
terrainfollow:

Hard,SlickSoil
Usetireswithmanyrelativelyshortknobsthat
areclosetogetherinordertoobtainthelar gest
possiblecontactpatchonthesurface. Therubber
compoundneedstobesofterforhardgroundin
ordertohookup,butnotsosoftthattheknobs
rollovereasilyandaffectholdingastraightline.
Thesetirestendtowearmorequicklythan
standardtiresbecauseofthecombinationofsoft
rubberandhardterrain.

MuddySoil
Useamoreopentreadpatterntoavoidclogging.
Fortheseconditions,therelativelylongknobs
willprobablybemadefromaharderrubber
compoundtoreduceanytendencytobendback
underaccelerationorwearquickly.

Loose,SandySoil
Useatirethatissimilarinconstructiontothose
neededfortackysoilandmud,butwithafew
moreknobs.


